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This policy intends to outline the policy and procedure for teaching and learning in Latin at Pool Hayes Primary School. In our 
school, our vision is to “work together to Inspire, Challenge and Learn”. This policy intends to outline how our whole school 
community lives this out in relation to curriculum planning and learning in Latin. The key aspects of this policy were established 
through “working together”, as it has been written through consultation with staff and governors. The teaching of Latin is enhanced 
at Pool Hayes Primary through highly effective collaboration and “working together” through professionals, visitor and training. Our 
values are firmly rooted in this policy. 

Language Learning at Pool Hayes Primary School 

 

At Pool Hayes Primary School we have chosen to teach Latin because of the rich opportunities that come with learning it. 
Knowledge of Latin helps to develop children’s literacy skills. By learning this ancient language, children develop their knowledge of 
spelling and vocabulary through learning Latin roots of English words as well as strengthening and deepening their understanding 
of grammar. Alongside language learning, the study of Roman and Greek civilisations aids cultural literacy, encourages cultural 
insights and gives opportunities for wide-ranging thinking across a range of linked subjects (including history, geography, DT, art, 
maths and science). 
 



In KS2, children are given opportunities to acquire and develop language skills with increasing confidence and competence through 
Maximum Classics.  As we cannot guarantee which languages children have experience of, or will go on to study in their next 
school, learning Latin provides no lost learning time – and a firm foundation for study of most languages at KS2 or KS3. The 
Language Trends Survey 2024 highlighted that only 4% of primary and secondary schools follow the KS3 and KS3 Programme of 
Study. Latin is one of the ‘big four’ languages taught in primary schools across England. 
 
Intent of our Latin Curriculum 
 
At Pool Hayes Primary School learning a language is fun! We know that a significant demotivating factor for children learning a 
second language is fear of mis-pronunciation and the importance of accent. Engaging in conversations, presenting ideas orally to a 
range of audiences are not part of National Curriculum requirements when teaching an ancient language. 
 
Approximately 60% of English words have a Latinate roots, giving children a significant ‘head start’ in the learning of Latin. The 
teaching of the Latin curriculum has carefully planned stories and cultural sessions interwoven and embedded throughout the 
programme in order to ignite an interest in an appreciation of classical civilisation.  
  
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. 
• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through 

discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 
• Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. 
• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

 
Implementing our Latin Curriculum 
  
At Pool Hayes Primary Key Stage 2 children receive weekly Latin lessons that include both language learning and classics (study 
of Ancient Rome and Greece), enabling them to make  progress in the language. Lessons provide a balance of spoken and written 
language, enabling children to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing. The focus is to provide 
a foundation for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation.  

 
Through our Latin curriculum we aim to ensure the pupils have the opportunity to meet the National Curriculum requirements as 
follows: 



• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 
• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 



  Unit Unit Supplementary 
Learning 

Key Vocabulary 

Y3 Unit 1 

The origins of the English 
language, sentence 
construction 

Story: Achilles Background: 
Classical culture in modern 
times 

 
6 words 

 

Unit 2 

Present tense verbs, six personal 
endings  

Story: Orpheus 
Background: Greek gods 
 

12 words 

Unit 3 

More present tense verbs, adverbs  

Story: Midas 
Background: Mosaics, curse tablets 

 
16 words 

 
Art 
History 
English Grammar 

vacca, femina, aqua, magnus, 
opmus, Victoria 

Amare, videre, ridere, laborare, 
habitare, cantare 

curare, dare, bene, male, optime, 
laete, irate, celeriter, fortiter, facile 

Y4 Unit 4 

Subject & object nouns, 
masculine and feminine nouns 

  Story: Boudica  
Background: Games, Roman 

army 
 

29 words 

 
Unit 5 

Reading simple sentences in 
Latin (noun, adverbs & verbs) 

Story: Town Mouse & Country 
Mouse Background: Roman food 

35 words 

Unit 6 

Numerals 1-10, 100, 1000, the 
irregular verb ‘to be’ 
(present tense) 

Story: Hercules Background: 
Greek numbers, dinosaur, 
compounds, The Olympics 

 
50 words 

Maths 
History 
Geography 
DT 
PSHE 
English Grammar 

maga, rota, villa, stella, regina, 
medicus, equus, porcus, magus, 
gladius, ventus, sonus, digitus 

taberna, hortus, consumere, 
salutare, numerare, audire 

unus, duo, tres, quattuor, quinque, 
sex, septem, octo, novem, decem, 
centum, mille, ita vero, minime, et, 
esse 

Y5 Unit 7 

Adjectives & agreement with 
noun in number, gender 
& case 

Story: Trojan Horse Background: 
Scientific classification 

 

68 words 

Unit 8  

Prepositions  
Story: Hannibal 

Background: Roman millefiore 
 

87 words 

Unit 9 
Past continuous tense  
Story: Echo & Narcissus 

Background: Aristotle & the 
Golden Mean, constellation 
myths 

96 words 

Science 
Maths 
English Grammar 

habere, legere, dormire, currere, 
tacere, scribere, in, quis, quid, 
primus, secundus, Tertius, mirus, 
bonus, malus, iratus, frigidus, 
sordidus 
dicere manere ducere stare totus 
insula campus. Deus dea. e/ex, 
trans, per super, sub, ad, ante, 
post, circum 
Ambulare, vexare, invenre, animus, 
terra,  luna, amicus/amica, novus 



• Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 
• Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, 

including through using a dictionary 
• Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 
• Describe people, places, things and actions in writing 
• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter 

forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to 
build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
 
Teachers plan Latin using progression maps and the Maximum Classics scheme of work to ensure teaching is designed to help 
learners to remember, in the long-term, the content they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.   
 
 
 
Retrieval practice is a fundamental part of our Latin curriculum as it is proven to strengthen memory and make it easier to retrieve 
the information later (Rosenshine, 2012). Opportunities for retrieval practice occur in two places in the curriculum:   

Y6 Unit 10 

Third group nouns (masculine and 
feminine), glossing technique 
Story: Romulus & 
Remus  
Background: 
Greek writing 
 

115 words 

Unit 11 

Possessive noun endings 
Story: Proserpina 

Background: 
Pythagoras’ & triangles, 
reasons for myth 
 

131 words 

Unit 12 
Negatives, commands & conjunctions 

Story: Cleopatra 
Background: Inscriptions 

150 words 

Art 
Maths 

English 
Grammar 

Pater, mater, infans, frater, soror, 
rex, miles, canis, feles, pastor, 
urbs, familia, clamare, ponere, 
delere, sperare, verus/, mortuus, 
vivus 

sol, nox, locus, mons, flos, silva, 
surgere, tacere, vistare, sentire, 
rogare, quaerere, descendere, 
ascendere, lacrimare, validus,, 
solus 

cautus, quietus, probus, gratus, 
victus, paratus, noli(te), pugnare, 
regere, finire, pax, dux, populus, 
lingua, non, nemo, numquam, sed, 
quod, itaque 



 
• Weekly review to activate prior learning forms the start of most lessons.   
• Retrieval practice of core knowledge will happen at separate spaced occasions away from the point of teaching the topic. This 

approach is to support children in securing long-term knowledge acquisition.  
 
 
 
Pupils with Additional Needs (SEND) 
 
  
The approach taken by Maximum Classics aims to be inclusive of all children. However, just as in all other areas of the curriculum, 
for the delivery of Latin, teachers need to anticipate barriers to participation for pupils with particular SEN. Planning will minimise 
those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. When assessing pupils with SEN, planning is crucial and an altered or 
alternative method of assessment may be appropriate. 

 
 
Latin in Early Years Foundation Stage and KS1 
 
Children are not taught Latin in EYFS and KS1. Any introduction to classical words and concepts are through Understanding of the 
World and Communication and Language in Early Years and across the curriculum in KS1. This is not taught explicitly as classical 
vocabulary so children can use and understand subject-specific vocabulary within its lesson and embed a foundation of knowledge 
for KS2. 
 
 
Pupils with Additional Needs (SEND) 
 
  
The approach taken by Maximum Classics aims to be inclusive of all children. However, just as in all other areas of the curriculum, 
for the delivery of Latin, teachers need to anticipate barriers to participation for pupils with particular SEN. Planning will minimise 
those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. When assessing pupils with SEN, planning is crucial and an altered or 
alternative method of assessment may be appropriate. 



Impact 
Assessing Progress  
 
Formative Assessment:  
Pupils’ progress will be assessed using regular formative assessment in lessons through strategies such as questioning, regular 
retrieval practice, quizzing, independent learning tasks and assessment of work in books and feedback.   
 
Summative Assessment:  
Assessing long-term learning:  
The core knowledge and skills taught in each unit will be assessed through a short assessment task. Teachers will 
use this assessment to provide further feedback or re-teach concepts where necessary to close gaps and ensure pupils have 
mastered the curriculum content at that point.  
 
Tracking Pupil Progress:  
Scores from each of the end of unit assessments are used to track pupil progress alongside ongoing teacher 
assessment. Individual progress is reported to parents through two termly Parents’ Evenings and an annual report.  
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